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Minister Hackett visit a huge success
On Friday 10 December 2021, Mayo-native, Minster of State at the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Senator Pippa
Hackett visited South West Mayo Development Company.
Starting in Balla, Minister Hackett had the opportunity to meet some
of SWMDC’s Board and staff members. She also visited Balla
Community Centre, where she met some committee members. They
showcased their incubation unit for new food and drink producers,
where Daniel McKittrick was busily producing his seasonal Nollaig
Nog drink. Both projects were funded through funding secured by
SWMDC under the national LEADER Food Initiative.
From Balla, Minister Hackett travelled to Claremorris and met
farmers Oliver & Anna Dixon, Padraig Prendergast & Eric Kilcourse
who are Western Care Social Farming participants, and Noreen
McGarry representing Western Care. This was the Minister’s first
Social Farming experience, and she was struck by its benefits for
farmers and participants alike.
Later, Minister Hackett travelled on to Mayfield Lake, Claremorris
where she met members of the Clare Lake Development Committee.
They outlined their ambitious extension to the Clare Lake greenway,
which involved the careful development of environmentally sensitive
lands. This project was also supported by SWMDC’s LEADER work and
a LEADER programme grant of €161,000.
As the day ended, Minister Hackett reflected on a very enjoyable
afternoon in south and west Mayo, where she was very impressed by
the range, depth and quality of work carried out by SWMDC; proof
positive that SWMDC is vital to rural and community development in
Mayo.

So long, farewell...
From 17 January 2022, Maria McHale will start her extended leave of absence. We wish you
every success in your new role with Pobal, Maria, and look forward to welcoming you back
to SWMDC in 2024.
Pat Conway and Patricia Jennings have recently submitted their notice to SWMDC. Pat is
embarking on a new health promotion role with the Health Service Executive (HSE) in Mayo.
We wish both Pat and Patricia every success in their future endeavours.

We're Hiring!
Social Inclusion Manager (Coordinator) - Applications are now open for Maria McHale's
position.
Rural Development (LEADER) Manager - Sabina Trench's former position is also open for
applications.
Full details on www.southmayo.com.
Closing date for both of the above roles is 9am, Monday 31 January 2022.
We will be advertising Pat Conway's position too soon, so keep an eye on
www.southmayo.com and our social media channels for more details.

ORIS Contracts Signed
We have just signed off on a €40,000 contract for the development of two outdoor
recreation projects in County Mayo. One for Newport (The Calicaun Trail) and Bohola
walking and cycling hub.
Well done to Martin Dillane, Rural Recreation Officer, who submitted the application for
funding on behalf of SWMDC and these communities.

SWMDC Community Affiliation Programme Open
Our Community & Voluntary Groups and Organisations' affiliation
programme is open for applications. Emails have gone out to groups and
organisations we work with through our various programmes.
There are many benefits to affiliate members, and we are asking staff and
Board members to promote this programme widely to your network of
contacts.

Happy New Year
Happy New Year. Whether you start 2022 with an array of
resolutions or not, we hope that this year brings you joy.
Every year (and every day) is an opportunity to start afresh.
So, it is time to close the book on 2021, and open a brand
new one for 2022. You have 365 blank pages to write a great
new chapter in the life of you. Best of luck!
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