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We are live!
The new SWMDC website is now live. This has been a major
piece of work for the company, and we hope that it presents
information about our programmes and supports in a way that
is easy to navigate and understand.
See our revamped Library and Impact pages for useful
information and examples of our work. www.southmayo.com

SICAP Update - We have been delayed in submitting our SICAP 2022 plan
until the details of the 10% budget increase have been finalised. At their
November meeting, the SWMDC Board approved the actions proposed for
2022.
The Board also approved Maria McHale's (Social Inclusion Coordinator)
two-year Leave of Absence request from early 2022. Maria has secured a
very interesting SICAP-related role with Pobal.

Regional Drug & Alcohol Task Force
The Western Region Drug & Alcohol Task Force is offering a series of online
training programmes on topics such as Cannibas, Cocaine, Ecstasy, Nitrous
Oxide, Drug Related Intimidation and Family Support.
See https://www.wrdatf.ie/wrdatf-online-promotions.php for more details.

Integrated Local Development
Castlebar Social Services (CSS) had the official
launch of their new LEADER-funded extension.
However, this is only part of the SWMDC
involvement with CSS.
Five of our RSS and Tús participants work in
CSS's Meals on Wheels service, which continued
throughout Covid-19.
In addition, SICAP staff have worked with CSS Board, staff and volunteers on ICT training,
governance and supports to the ICA group for example.
This is a very practical example of integrated local development, which is central to how
SWMDC works with community groups and organisations in Mayo.

LEADER Funding 2023-2027
The €180million allocation for the next LEADER programme is hugely
disappointing. Based on current allocations, this represents a 69% cut
on County Mayo's LEADER 2007-2013 programme.
The Irish Local Development Network (ILDN) has prepared a national
submission for the Department of Agriculture's consultation on the
draft CAP Strategic Plan and the indicative budget allocations.
The deadline for submissions is 4pm, 8 December 2021, and we will be
working with Mayo's elected representatives to encourage them to
make submissions based on the national document, but localised to
County Mayo. If you would like a copy of the national and/or Mayo
document, please contact strench@southmayo.com.

We're Hiring!
Tús Supervisor - We received 40 applications for the Tús Supervisor position. Interviews
are taking place late November/early December.
SICAP Beneficiary & Monitoring Support Officer - This is a new role on the SICAP team, and
we are currently working on the recruitment plan for this job.
Social Inclusion Coordinator - We will be recruiting for Maria McHale's Social Inclusion
Coordinator position early in the New Year.
Rural Development (LEADER) Coordinator - Sabina Trench's former position has yet to be
filled, and will be recruited in parallel with the Social Inclusion Coordinator role.
Keep an eye on www.southmayo.com and our social media channels for more details.

SWMDC Community Affiliation Programme
We have launched our Community & Voluntary Groups and Organisations'
affiliation programme. Emails have gone out to groups and organisations
we worth with through our various programmes. There are many benefits
to affiliate members, and you can get more information and an
application form from community@southmayo.com.
SWMDC Board - At this time of year, we would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
Board members for all their excellent contributions to SWMDC in 2021.

and finally...
Happy Christmas to you all. We have endured a full year of
COVID-19 and it is time to stop, take a breath and reflect.
Christmas is often billed as 'the most wonderful time of the
year', and it is for many people. However, it can also be a
very difficult time for people too, so let's keep this in mind
when spreading our Christmas cheer.
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