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Rural Regeneration Development Funding (RRDF) for Ballinrobe
The big news of November 2022 has to be the announcement that
South West Mayo Development Company CLG was awarded €4.6million
by Minister Heather Humphreys (DRCD) for the development of the
Valkenburg Hotel complex into a community arts and amenity centre.
SWMDC is working with the Board of Ballinrobe Civic Arts & Amenity
Company CLG to bring this vision to reality, and would like to
acknowledge the significant input of those volunteers and the wider
Ballinrobe community in making this project happen.
There is also significant political support for this project across Mayo,
which has been very important to secure this major grant.
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www.southmayo.com
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Cooperating to Succeed
The Mayo social enterprises that completed our Cooperating to
Succeed programme came together in Knockmore recently to
receive their certificates, network and build on the success of
this programme for the future.

This is a partnership project in Mayo between SWMDC, LEO Mayo
and Mayo North East LEADER Partnership, and we expect to work
closely with this group and other social enterprises in 2023.

Minister Humphreys Visits Mayo
It isn't every day that a senior Minister visits Mayo, and we were
delighted when Minister Heather Humphreys chose to visit two of
our LEADER-supported projects on her recent visit.
The Minister officially opened Digispace Claremorris (€121,000),
a state-of-the-art business hub in the west of Ireland. For more
details see: https://www.digispaceclaremorris.ie/
During her visit to Claremorris, we took the opportunity to
present the Minister with a selection of Mayo's finest food and
drink products. Many of these producers were funded under the
LEADER Food Initiative and SWMDC secured €1.2million for
businesses in south and west Mayo under this fund. Sue O'Toole
was the Project Officer responsible for this project with
finance/admin support from Fiona McGreal.
The Minister called to Castlebar Social Services (€292,000)
where she met members of the voluntary committee and
enjoyed a tour of the facilities. Norita Clesham was the Project
Officer responsible for this project with finance/admin support
from Majella Mulchrone.
SWMDC worked on these projects in collaboration with Mayo
Local Action Group (LAG) as a LEADER Implementing Partner.



SWMDC Contact Details
Newport Office | 098 419 50 | info@southmayo.com
Balla Office | 094 936 6692 | rss@southmayo.com

Deadline Ahead 
SWMDC is inviting applications for a Roma & Migrant Community Liaison Worker
position. The deadline for applications is 12noon on Thursday, 8 December 2022. All
the details of the post are here: https://southmayo.com/come-join-our-team/ 
Please feel free to share with your friends, family and extended network!

Dates for Your Diary

12 January 2023 (Online) - 10.30am - 1pm | 20 January 2023 (Ballina) - 10.30am - 1pm
31 January 2023 (online) - 7pm - 9.30pm | 20 February 2023 (online) - 10.30am - 1pm

6/7 December - SAOR substance abuse screening and brief intervention training
See https://wrdatf.ie/training-learning-and-development.php for details
8 December - Open meeting for farmers in Shramore to Mulranny area to investigate potential for an
EIP application in 2023. Tiernaur Hall, 7pm. Email info@southmayo.com for details
20 December - Personal Development Book Club, ATU, Castlebar 6-8pm. This month's book is Brené
Browns - Daring Greatly. Contact Mags on 086 0129897 or mdillon@southmayo.com 
Living Well Programme (Over 6 weeks) - Contact Fiona at fcunnane@southmayo.com/087 718 5615

Feb 2023 Venture Out: Outdoor Personal Development Programme. Contact Mags on 086 0129897 or
mdillon@southmayo.com if you are interested in participating.
SMART recovery meetings will run both online and in-person over the Christmas period, open and
accessible to all who are seeking support with their addictive behaviour: https://smartrecovery.ie/
If you need Drug or Alcohol support during the holidays, contact HSE Drugs Helpline on 1800 459 459.

Seasons Greetings
Happy Christmas everyone! We wish you and yours a very happy and peaceful Christmas season. 

What is Christmas? It is the tenderness of the past, courage for the present, and hope for the future.

Ballintubber Community Futures Action Plan Launch 
Thank you to Alan Dillon TD who launched a Community Futures 5-year Action
Plan for his native Ballintubber. The plan is a significant community effort. The
committed was chaired by Noelle Horan, and supported by our Community
Futures team, Annalisa Murphy and Geraldine Leneghan. SWMDC hosts
community futures on behalf of Mayo County Council.

Westport Tennis Clubhouse Opening Launch 
Thank you to Michael Ring TD who officially opened the Westport Tennis
Clubhouse. A significant LEADER-funded project, this investment has
ensured the long-term sustainability of Westport Tennis Club. Pictured here
is Mary Ward addressing the large crowd in attendance. Sabina Trench
worked on this project, with significant support from Majella Mulchrone.

Celebrating our new Mayo/Irish Citizens
As part of our work with migrants living in County Mayo, Patricia Quinn has worked with over 50 people
in the last 18 months to secure their Irish citizenship. During Covid-19, in-person citizenship events
were cancelled, so SWMDC decided to host a local event to celebrate this milestone life event.
Michael Ring TD was guest of honour on the day, and everyone in attendance swore a Declaration of
fidelity to the Irish nation and loyalty to the State. It was a very emotional, yet enjoyable event, and
we wish all our new Irish citizens every success for the future. 
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