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Building Relationships for Better Outcomes
In January, we hosted two information days with local elected
representatives: Rose Conway Walsh, TD (Sinn Féin) and Alan Dillon TD
(Fine Gael).

We used these meetings as an opportunity to showcase SWMDC's
work, create awareness of our lesser know programmes, and
highlight our approach to integrated rural development through:

A former SWMDC colleague, Rose visited our Newport office for a
walk and talk around the town, visiting Kelly's Butchers and various
community sites. Martin Dillane, Rural Recreation Officer talked to
Rose about our Walks Scheme and new ORIS trails projects.

Kevin Cunniffe (Rural Social Scheme & Tús Coordinator) with
members of his team, Noel Mulroy, Tony Hynes & Olivia Kitterick
explained the huge role our work placement programmes play in
local community/voluntary organisations.

Deputy Dillon called to our Balla office, where he met various
members of staff and community volunteers. Norita Clesham
(LEADER Team) talked about the various LEADER-supported projects
in the town. Pat Boyle (Chair, Balla CRD) and his team gave an insight
to the development of the Balla community centre into an economic
and social hub. 

Kevin Cunniffe (Rural Social Scheme & Tús Coordinator) with
Supervisors, Mairéad Dooley and Frank McNeela, discussed the
opportunities and challenges facing our work placement
programmes.

On both occasions, Sabina Trench CEO and Kevin Cunniffe took the
opportunity to sit down with both TDs to showcase SWMDC's impact
and seek support for the future. By connecting with our elected
representatives, they will be better placed to support us around the
Government table, when important decisions are being made.

These were two very successful days, and we plan to host more in
the coming months, with more people in attendance now that Covid-
19 restrictions are lifting.

Thanks very much to our staff and Board members (Chair Paul
Gibbons and Donagh Gilmartin) who took part in the visits. Special
thanks to Norah Campbell and Chris Mannion who took photos each
day.
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Staff Changes
Moving on...Halim Bouacha finished up with SWMDC on 31 Jan. 2022. Halim played a very
important part on SWMDC's Refugee Resettlement Programme, working with Syrian families
relocating to Mayo. We wish him well for the future.
Moving in...Welcome to Linda Beirne who has joined our Tús Supervisors' team. Linda is
working in the Castlebar area. Joining our Rural Social Scheme Supervisors' team is Laura
Commins. Laura will start with us on 14 Feb. 2022 working in the Claremorris area.
Moving over...Rachel Rose will start working full-time with Roma/Migrants from 1 Feb. 2022.

SWMDC Community Affiliation Programme Open
Our Community & Voluntary Groups and Organisations' affiliation programme is open for
applications. Emails have gone out to groups and organisations we work with throughout our
areas of operation.

There are many benefits to affiliate and we are asking staff, Board members and existing
affiliated groups to promote this programme widely to your network of contacts.

We're Hiring!
Community Liaison Worker - Funded through the Western Region Drug &
Alcohol Task Force (WRDATF), this is a really interesting post for the right
candidate. Full details on www.southmayo.com.
Closing date is 5pm, Thursday 10 February 2022.

SWMDC Contact Details
Newport Office | 098 419 50 | info@southmayo.com
Balla Office | 094 936 6692 | rss@southmayo.com

Spotlight on SICAP Self-Employment Supports 2021
In 2021, through SICAP, SWMDC worked with 80 people interested in
starting their own business. Of this number an impressive 38 (almost
50%) started their own business! 

Well done to Breda Murray, Self-Employment Specialist and Patricia
Prendergast (RSS Participant) who supported these customers on
their path to self-employment.

Disability Awareness & Participation Funding Secured
We have just signed a €15,000 contract with Mayo County Council for funding
under the Disability Awareness & Participation Fund (DAPF). This money will be used
to fund Social Farming placements throughout County Mayo. 
Well done to Deirdre Fahey, Regional Development Officer, and Norita Clesham
who prepared and submitted the application for funding on behalf of SWMDC.
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LEADER Food Initiative
The LEADER Food Initiative is now closed for applications. SWMDC secured
over 10% (€1.577m) of the national €15million fund and 15 food and drink
businesses have benefitted in our area. This is a significant achievement for
SWMDC and well done to the LEADER team who made it happen.

Spread the SWMDC News! - Follow Us - Like Us - Retweet - Share
SWMDC is very active on social media. We have a great Facebook page, Twitter
account and a YouTube channel that we are trying to develop. If you are on 
social media, please help us to promote our work, supports and programmes
through follows, likes, retweets and shares!


