
MEP Maria Walsh back on home ground
On Friday 25 February 2022, SWMDC Board and staff welcomed MEP
Maria Walsh for a 'walk and talk' in Ballinrobe. MEP Walsh visited three
locations:
Distinctive Woodwork - Owner Martin Munroe relocated his business
from London to Ballinrobe three years ago with LEADER support. The
business manufactures high-end bespoke furniture for mainly UK
clients. Martin employs five people at the moment, with more to
come in 2022.
Ballinrobe Town Hall - The Board bought the vacant Valkenburg Hotel
in late 2021 and have ambitious plans to develop a multi-functional
community facility in the heart of Ballinrobe.
Tacú FRC - The final part of the visit was to Mary Jackson and her
team at Tacú FRC, where she spoke about their work. Their mental
health programme for young people, 'Heroes' was of particular
interest to MEP Walsh who has a deep interest in mental health and
wellbeing.
Chairperson, Paul Gibbons and Board Members Eugene O'Malley and
Monica Horan took the opportunity at the end of the day to discuss
SWMDC's Strategic Plan 2021-2027. Overall, it was an excellent day,
and planted the seeds for an excellent working relationship with MEP
Walsh in the future. A special thank you to the SWMDC Board and staff
members who contributed to the success of the day. 
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Welcome news from Minister Joe O'Brien TD
Together with colleagues from FORUM Connemara and Mayo North East LEADER
Partnership (MNELP), SWMDC CEO, Sabina Trench took the opportunity to have a
few words with Minister of State Joe O'Brien TD with responsibility for Community
Development and Charities at the Department of Rural and Community
Development. 
The Minister has a particular interest in the Rural Social Scheme (RSS) and in
securing its future. He also discussed his commitment to a core funding model for
Local Development Companies in the future, which is very welcome news.

LEAN Training for a Better SWMDC
In February, the SWMDC Finance & Administration team completed a one-day workshop in LEAN
principles with Derek Hannick of LEAN Green Management Solutions. The aim of the training is to
streamline processes and procedures within SWMDC which will benefit the team, colleagues and our
external clients and customers.

The session is just the start of a process where the team will look at current work practices, identify
what is working, what could improve and how we get there. It was a hugely worthwhile day, and it was
very encouraging that the whole team committed a full day from their very busy work schedules to
attend. We will all benefit from this training in the long run, so it was time really well spent.



Welcome aboard
A warm welcome to Laura Cummins who joined our Rural Social Scheme Supervisors team
in February 2022. Laura will work in the Ballindine, Brickeens, Irishtown, Claremorris and
surrounding areas. 
In other news, we are delighted to announce that our Community Futures employees
Geraldine Leneghan & Annalisa Murphy, will be moving into our Balla offices in March 2022.
This is a great opportunity for closer collaborate between SWMDC staff and the Community
Futures programme in County Mayo.

SWMDC Community Elections Incoming
We will be holding an election in our Castlebar & Hinterland catchment area in the coming
weeks. Only those community voluntary groups that are affiliated to SWMDC will be eligible to
nominate candidates and vote in the election. Keep an eye on our social media and website
for details.
A huge thank you to all the groups that have already affiliated, and for those that haven't yet,
please contact community@southmayo.com for details and an application form.

Happy St Patrick's Day
After two years of Covid-19, the announcement of an extra bank holiday on 18
March 2022 was really welcome. 

With Covid-19 restrictions much eased, we finally have the chance to
reconnect, rest and relax with friends and family. Enjoy!
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We're Hiring Again Soon!
We have two new roles coming up with our SICAP team as follows:

When the jobs are open for applications, you can find all the details on
www.southmayo.com, on our Facebook and Twitter platforms. Spead the word!

SWMDC Contact Details
Newport Office | 098 419 50 | info@southmayo.com
Balla Office | 094 936 6692 | rss@southmayo.com

AONTAS STAR Award Shortlisting
Our SICAP Foundation 4 Life programme, which we run in partnership the Western Region
Drug & Alcohol Task Force (WRDATF), has been shortlisted for an AONTAS STAR Award in the
European Social Fund category. We wish Catherine McCloskey and former SWMDC/WRDATF
employee, Pat Conway every success in the finals.

Rural Social Scheme & Tús Initiative Audit
The 2021 audit of our Rural Social Scheme and Tús Initiative audit has been completed with a
clean bill of health. This is a terrific achievement and testament to the work of RSS & Tús
Programme Coordinator, our team of Supervisors and supporting finance and admin team;
Cathy Connor, Sinéad Salmon & Roma Malinoviskaja. 

SWMDC CE Schemes on the Up
In November 2021, our CE South Scheme Supervisor secured three new places to bring their
number to 27. Following on from that success, our CE West Mayo Supervisor has applied for
three more places, which would bring their number to 31. SWMDC's CE Schemes provide vital
staff support to community/voluntary groups in our area. Thanks to Declan, Ann & Norah for
making these applications on behalf of our community volunteers and groups.


